
SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION

Contact: Bobbi Schlatterer
Office: (803) 896-7013

After Hours: (803) 737-9000

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 10, 2006

FORMER EMPLOYEE OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION DEPARTMENT ARRESTED

A fonner employee of the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department was

arrested by SLED agents on Monday, July 10, 2006, and charged with Obstruction of

Justice, Forgery, and Embezzlement of Public Funds.

The fonner employee is identified as Melissa Price McDowell, 39, of 811 North Harper

Street, Laurens, South Carolina. She was arrested on Monday afternoon at approximately

12:05 p.m. and was booked at the R. Eugene Johnson Detention Center.

The arrest is a result of an investigation conducted by SLED at the request of the South

Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department. The case will be prosecuted by the 8th

Circuit Solicitor's Office.

* Warrants Attached.
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ARREST WARRANT

K- 131122
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

[]:IGi:lJntyl n M.ln icipality of
LAURENS CDUNTY

.11-IE STATE

againsl

MCDOWELL, ~ElISSA PRICE
Address: 811 NORTH HARPE R STREET
LAURENS. SC 29360

Ph<me:._~l.l~TIrr'-~.jSN:
Sex: ~ Race: ~ Hed1t
DL State: _DL#:~
DaB:02/17/1967

"
weight

Ager'lCy OR1#:

Prooocuting AgeTIcy:

Prosecuting Officer: ~ADDEN, 0E8BIE S
Off€flse: OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE

Offense Code: 0 11 8
Cooo/Ordi nalY"'" Sec. elL 1.7 -25 - 3 Q

This warrant is CERTIFIED FOR SERVICE in the

Deountyl D Municipalityof
The =00

is tc be arrested and brought before me to be
deal! with acoording to law.

(LS.)
Signature of Judge

Date:

RETUR/It

A copy of this arrest warrant was delivered ro
defendantll! C D 0 WELL. ME L t S S A PRICE

l=10-0U.

12]:;~~~laIDre of Constable/Law En

R£1U AN WARRANT TO:
PAUL D. LYLES
TEMPLETON RD. po. BOX 925
lAURENS, SC 29360

SThTE OF SOUTH CAROUNA

L~couniy!D Municipality of
LAURENS COUNTY

personally appeared before me the affiant MAD DEN. DEB B IE S

bei r>g duly sworn deposes and says ihat defeoclam MCDOVIE ll, ~ ELI S SAP R ICE
did within this county aoo stale on 0 3 /2 3 I 0 6 Iriolate the criminal laws of the
State of South Carolina {or ordinarlCe of 0 Coufity./DMl}rtic:tJaiityof lAURENS
ill the following particulars:
DESCRIPTIONOF OFFENSE: 0 B S T RUe T I DN 0 F JUS TIC E
elL 17-25-30

AFFIDAVIT
&~.~~
/IfJri121,2003
SCCA 618 to,

c:

r
I
..

~
I
tJ
~
~
IJI

~
tJ

who

t further state that there is probable cause 10 believe that the defend.anI named abC>lle did commrt
the crime set forth ard that probable cause is based on the fOllowingfacts:

0 S MADOEN STATES UNDER OATH UPON INVESTIGATION THAT MELLISSA P ~CDOWELL
OlD BETWEEN FEBRUAR~ 1~ 2004 THRU MARCH 23. 2006. WHILE E~PLOVED AS A
COUNSELOR FOR THE SOUTH CAROLINA VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION OEPARTMENT IN THE
COUNTY OF LAURENS, OFFER ~DNEY TO A WITNESS DURING A CRIMIMAl INVESTIGATION
TO GIVE fALSE STATE~ENTS TO LAW ENFORECEMENT REGARDING CHECKS ISSUED BY THE
SOUTH CAROLINA VOCATIONAL REHABILrTATION DEPARTMENT. THE FACTS ARE BASED
ON STATEMENT ANn OOCUME~S. THIS OCCURRED IN LAURENS COUNTY.

tJ
Q-j

"0

:3:

:3:

D
t:I
t:I
fI1
:z:

Signature of Affiarrt \:L~~~",,~
Affiant' " 301 E 'NORTH S1 SUITE 127s ress

GREENVIlLE. SC 29601

864 467-8~11 000-0000

STA.1E OF SOUTH CAROLINA

[iJ Coonty/ D Municipality of
lAURENS Affiant's Telephone

ARREST WARRANT
TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNJCIPAUTY OR ANY COHS'D\BLE OF THIS COUNTY:

It appearing fmm the above affidavil that there are reasonable >J1JU00s to belieue
on 03 123/06 defendant /IIf:fHiWF I I. liCFI T ~ 0::A P RTr F
did violate the criminal laws of the State of Salth Carolina (or ordinarx:>e at

G}County! 0 Municipality of I AU R FN c:; , as 5et forth below:
DESCRIPT~N OF OffeNSE: OBSTRUCTION 0 F JUSTICE
C/l 17-25-40

that

co
IJ>
~

IJ>
CO
I\)
\D
I\)

Having fOOMprobab!e cause and !he a.bo\It3affiant having swam before me, ~ are ~ am di"ected to arrest the san
defendant and brirog him or her before.me forthwMI to be dealt wittl accordir>g to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shaJl be deliYered to
the defendant at the time of ils exactJlioo. [)("as soon thereafter as is practicable.

Sworn to and subscribed be~ me )on ..., ~/()~" )
.-. - .1<0. }

(LS.),,

....
~

JudgB'sMdress TEIilPlET{lN RD - PO. BOX 925
LAURENS, SC 2936Q

Jud;Je'sTelephooe 8 6 4 6 83- 44 85
Issuing CaJrt D Magistrate D Mmicipal 0 Circuit

11.
~
t-)

Signature of IssuiR!fJudge
Judge Code: 7 8 7

PAUL D. LYLES
ORIGINAL



t<J
IS)

Il.

ARREST WARRANT

K- 131120
suaEOF SOUTH CAROUNA

~Countyl 0 Municipality01
LAURENS COUNTY

THE STATE

agairsl

IS)
....

MtOOWELL. MELISSA PRICE
M~ 811 NORTH HARPER STREET
LAURENS, SC 29360

~ ~I~~SSN: --
Sex:L Raoe: L Height: . "Wtjght:
DLState:- DL#:-
DOB: 02/17 }1967

Prosecuting ~:-
Prosecuting Officer: 1"1ADO EN. 0 EBB I E S
~ FORGERY. OVER $5.000.

Offense Code: 01':191

Code/Ordinance See. 1 6 -1 3-1 0 ( 8 ) ( 1 )

N
(]I
N
CO
\[)

v
\[)
CO

Agency OR1#:

This warrant is CERTIFIED FOR SERVICE in the

0 County! 0 Municipality 01
The accused

is to be arrested and broughi before me to be

deatt with accon::ling to law-

Z
LlJ
~
~
<I
E

tLS.)
Signature of Judge

Date:

E
Il.

t<J
N

RETURN

A copy of this ~ warrant was delivered to

~~~PRICESigMture of Constable/Law orcemenl: Officer

N

IS)j
\[).
IS)-
IS)
N
I

IS)
RETURN WARRANT TO:

PAUL D. LYLES
TEMPLETON RD. PO. BOX 925
LAUREHS. SC 29360

....

I
.J
:J
"j

SThTE OF SOUTH CAROUNA

~ County(D M~niciPaiityof
LAURENS COUNTY

FfYm ~w«:- I:Yt
s.C~Gi~
I'>(:riI2',=
=618A F F 10 A VI T

~Mt ~AODEN. DEBBIE S

llim ~f~ MCDOWELL. ~ELISSA PRICE
03/23/06 . .
~ 0

\11Olare the criminal laws of the

01 L:J County! Municipality of LA UR E Ii S

Personally appeared before me t11e

being duly swom deposes and says

did within 1his county and s!a1e on
State of South Carolina {OI" ordinance

in the following parliculars:
DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: FORGERY. {)VER $5.000.
16-13-10(B){1)

who

L further state that there is probable cause 10 belie\'e thai the deferdam named above did commit
Ihe crime set forth and thai: probable cause i5 based on the follOl.'Ii09 fac1s:
D S ~AODEN STATES UNDER O~TH UPQN INVESTIGATION THAT MELLISSA P MCDOWELL

DID BETWEENFEBRUARY1, 2004THRU MARCH23. 2006. WHILE EMPLOYEDAS A
COUNSELOR fOR THE SOUTH CAROLINA VOC~TIONAL REHABILITATION DEPARTMENT 1M THE

COUNTY Of LAURENS. fORGED ClIE~TS SIGNATURES ON CHECKS ISSUED 81'THE SOUTH
CAROLINA VOCATIONAL RAHA8ILITATrO~OEPART~ENT$5.000.00 OR ~ORf AND
CONVERTED SAID FUNDS FOR PERSONAL USE. THE FACTS ARE BASED ON STATEMENTS AND
DOCUMENTS.

Sigoolure of AffiarIt \1J j~ 111\ O(9l.~
Affiant'sAddress 3 OlE NOR T H S T SUI TEl 2 7

GREENVILlE. SC 29601
864 467-8111 000-0000

StIU"E OF SOUTH CAROUNA

[i] CountyI 0 Municipality of
LAURENS Affiant's TeI8phcme

ARREST WARRANT
TO ANY LAWENFORCEMENT OFACEFI OF l1USS1JI\TEOR MUNICIPALITYOR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:

It appeari ng from 1I1e abCNe afhd<rlli1 ltIat therB are - reasonable grounds to believe

on 03/23{06 defendant fltC(J(HJELlp i'1ElISSI\ PRICE
did violate the criminal laws of the State of Scuth Carolina (01" oroinanc€ 01

Q County(n Municipaliiyof l A IJRENS ) as set forth belo\...:

DESCRIP110NOF OFFENSE: FORGERY. OVER $5,000.
16-13-10(B)(1)

1hat

Havirlf) foolld probable cause aOOthe above affiant ha ing sworn before me, you are empowered and direcled to arrest the said
defendant and bring him or her before me forthwith to be dealt: with according 10 law. A copy of this Arres! \'Yanan1 shail be deWered XJ

the defendant at too 1ime oj as exeaJOOn, Of' as soon lt1ereafter as is ~t1cable.

SWorn \0 and subscribed before me J
)

}

(LS.} )
)

Judde's Ad::Jress TE 111PI FT 0 N R n p 0 ~ ())f q? fi
l AHRFNS. .-;;r. ?q~h()

Ju:jge's Telephone 864 h 8 :I - 44 R F, ~.

Issuing CtxIrt 0 Magistrate D Municipal 0 Circuit

SignaturBof Iss~ Judge
.A.JdgeCode: 7 8 7

PAUL D. LYlES
ORIG1NAL



AnI"ICO> I V'l'Mnl"lAl'l'

K- 131121
ST41E OF SOUiH CAROU~

Q County I D MUflicipa1 ity of

1,QIIRFfII<:: rntlNTV

THE SlME

against

Mr..nnWFI I, MFI T<::~A PRTrF
~m= 811 NORTH HAR?FR STREET
lAURENSp SC 29360

Phooe,"'" IJ!JF]n m. SSN:

Sex: L Race: 1L- Height:
DL State: - DL#:-
OOB:02 /1 7 /1 96 7
Proseouti I1gAqaocy: -
Pmsearti~ Officoc III.Gnn Fill. n F R R T I""<::

~s~ FMRF77rFMFNTjFMRF771FMFNT
PUR] H': FUNn<:: >$~OOO OffenseCode:-5.2.1.

Codel<:Jroinance Sec. 1 h -1 ~ -0 ? 1 0 (1 )

.. Weight:

Af;jerr::;y ORI#;

This warrarrt is CERTFIED FOR SERVICE In the

0 CourTly I 0 Municipality of
The acClised

is to be arrested aoo bro.91l before me to be
dealt with accoroing to raw.

(LS.)
Signatur<! of Judge

Date:

RETURN

A ropy of this arrest warrant was delivered 10
deleodant !IICD aWE II . MF IIS SA PRTl.F
an I -\ 0 - b L .

~~~~~Sigoa1LJreofCon-stable/Law En r>:;ement Officer

RETURN WARRANT m:

PAUL D. LVLES
TEMPLETON RD. PO. BOX 925
lAURENS. SC 2936Q

AFFIDAVIT

M>rm~ II>y
$. ,. Goener.II
~21, 2003
SCCi\615

<-,
c:
r
I

STATEOF SOUTHCAROUNA - ). -
[X] County/D Municipality of . )
LAURFNS COUNTY}

PersonaUy appeared before me fl1e affiant !IfA0 DEN, DEB BI E S
being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant tIICOg \" ELL 7 '" ~ LIS SAP R ICE
did within this county and state on . violate !he criminaJ IaIWS of the

State of South Carolfna (or onIinartee of Municipalityof l AIJRENS )
in the following particulars:

DESCfUPTIONOF OFFENSE: EKBEZZ LEIIIENT jEMBEZ Z LEMENT PU8 LIe FUNDS }$500 Q.
15-:1.3-0210(1)

I furthes- state that t~ is probable cause to believe that the defef'dant named above did! commit
the crime set forth and that ~e cause is based on the followingfacts:

0 S MADDEN STATES UNDER O~TH UPON INVESTIGATION THAT MElLISSA P ~CODWELL
DID BETWEEN FEBRUARY 1. 2004 THRU MARtH 23. 20067 WHILE EMPLOYED AS A
COUNSELQR FOR THE SOUTH CAROLINA VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION DEPARTMENT IN THE

COUNT~ OF LAURENS. EMBEZZLE FUNDS FROM SOUTH
CAROLINA VOCATIO~Al RAHABIlITATION DEPARTMENT $5,000.00 OR MORE AND
CONVERTED SAID FUNDS FOR PERSONAL USE. THE FAtTS ARE BASED ON STATE/IIENTSAND
DOCUMENTS. .

who ....

~
I
tV
~
~
(1\

~
tV

tV
~

"U
3:

3:

D
I::t
I::t
rrI
:z:

Si~re of Affiant f),u~~ ,J-Y}1~~
..\ffianfsAddress 301. E NORTH ST SUITE 127

GREENVILLE. SC 29601
864 467-8111 000-0000

STATEOF SOUTH CAROUIU

[i] Gounty/D Municlpalityof
lAURENS

Affianfs TeJephone

ARREST WARRANT
TO ANY tAN ENFORCEMEf'fT OffiCER OF THIS Sl1lTE OR MUNICIPAUTY 011 AHV CONsuun.E OF THIS COUNTY:

It appearing from t~ above affidavit that there are reasonable grourds to believe that

~~ Viol~t~ (h~3c~~~ar laws of the Slate ofS::t~n~lin~~09~~ofM(Ll33A PRICr:

WCOIJl1ty:0 Munidpality of LAUR CNS ) as set forth below:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE; EI'IBEZZ LEMENTIEMBEZZ l EMENT PUB LIC FUNDS >$5000.
16-13-0210(1)

co

(T\

~

(T\
CO
tV
~
tV
...
G)Having found probabre cause and the above affiant haYi~ sworn before me.,yoo are empowered and directed 10 arrest the said

defendant and bring him or her before me Jcrthwilh to be dealt with according 1D law.A copy of Ihis Arrest Warrant shall be defrwred to
the defendant at It1e time of its BXeCliIioo,a as SODAthereafter as is practicable.

Swom tQ ang.&Ib¥ribed before me J
_70..-0~ - )

)
(LS.)}

)

Judge's Address TeMP I ETON RD PO BOX 925
I AIIRFN~. ~I' 2'Cl360

Judge's Telephone R 6 4 oR ~- litCR '" - -

Issuing Court: 0 Ma!jsb:aIe 0 Muni::ipal D C;,cuit

Signature of fssuirlt"'Judge

Judge Code: 7 8 7
PAUL 0, LYLES

ORIGINAL

"U
.
G)
~


